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In the news for 40 years
G. Mennen Williams, '36, looks back at a career of

challenges, triumphs, and controversies
G. Mennen Williams will have a
lot to look back on when he retires
this December. For nearly four
decades the former governor,
ambassador, and current chief
justice of the Michigan Supreme
Court, better known as "Soapy,"
has been in the headlines.
In Michigan he is known for
revitalizing the state Democratic
party, serving an unprecedented
six terms as governor, and building the Mackinac Bridge. He is the
"boy governor'' who first came to
power at the age of 37 by staging
an upset victory in 1948.
In Africa, he is remembered as
the controversial diplomat who
angered many white Africans
when, in Kenya in 1961, he declared that he favored 'f\frica for
the Africans."
In the Philippines, he is known
as the ambassador who visited
remote villages, adopted native
dress, participated in native
dances, and once rode a water
buffalo.
Born into a prominent Detroit
family, Williams earned the nickname "Soapy" through his
mother's connection to the
Mennen toiletries company. (His
maternal grandfather, Gerhardt
Mennen, went from a tiny drugstore in Newark, NJ, to found the
Mennen Company.) Williams
attended a Connecticut boarding
school and Princeton University
before earning a law degree at the
U-M.
After a four-year stint in
the navy, he was appointed to the
Michigan Liquor Control Commission in 1947. One year later,
Williams forged a new and vital
alliance within the then-moribund
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state Democratic party. Brought up
as a Republican, Williams cites law
school as a turning point in his
political affiliation. "I had friends
who were Democrats and I had
tremendous admiration for Franklin Roosevelt," he told LQN in a
phone interview. "I decided on
a career in public service in prep

The Hon . G. Mennen Williams
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school, and at Princeton I decided
that the best way to do it was to be
governor of Michigan. I tried to
be a liberal Republican, but I just
couldn't make that work."
Though Williams had considerable support from both labor
and from dissident Republicans
unhappy with incumbent Governor Sigler, he was short of funds,
not yet having inherited his fortune . To get the $16,000 he needed
for his campaign, he mortaged
his home and traveled the state
with his wife, Nancy, in a beat
up old DeSoto, talking to voters,
dressed in rumpled clothes and
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the bow ties that eventually
became his political trademark.
As the state's most vital and visible figure for many years, he was
re-elected for five two-year terms,
the most in Michigan's history.
Despite the prominence of his
family background and his eastern
prep school grooming, Williams
developed a folksy manner in his
years of campaigning. His ability
to call square dances was legendary in rural parts of the state.
Later as a diplomat, he found
that teaching others the dance
and learning theirs was a "way
of showing respect" for their
cultures.
As governor, he attracted
national attention because of his
continued popularity with voters
and his liberal programs. He went
to the 1952 and 1956 Democratic
National Conventions as the state's
favorite son candidate. Though he
planned a nationwide drive for the
1960 Democratic presidential nomination, he abandoned his plans in
the light of Kennedy's insurmountable lead.
Under the Kennedy administration, Williams was given the
African post at the State Department. He served in this position
until 1966, when he returned to
Michigan to run for the U.S. Senate. His unsuccessful bid for this
office was followed by a year as
ambassador to the Philippines.
The legends surrounding Soapy
Williams are legion. They depict
him as an uncompromising politician, a risk-taking liberal, and an
exuberant diplomat. In 1948, when
he won the three-man race for the
Democratic gubernatorial nomination, he did so by bucking the
party leadership. According to one
story, Teamsters' President Jimmy
Hoffa, who had backed one of his
primary opponents, threatened to
have Williams's campaign manager, Larry Farrell, "rubbed out" if
Williams refused to back Hoffa's
choice for attorney general.
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Williams refused, and Farrell went
on to serve a lengthy tenure in the
Williams administration.
On another occasion, Williams
fought off a knife-wielding inmate
at the Marquette State Prison,
where he had gone to check
on complaints about food. As
Williams held the assailant's wrist
in the air, his bodyguard shot and
killed another attacking inmate,
thus foiling their attempt to take
the governor hostage.
One night in the early 1960s,
still another legend goes, a startled
Secretary of State Dean Rusk
nearly choked on a cookie when
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he entered the dining room atop
the State Department and saw
robed African diplomats swirling
around Williams as he called
square dances. Rusk retreated
hastily but later called Williams
"one of the best appointments that
President Kennedy ever made."
Williams was elected to the
Michigan Supreme Court in 1970
and re-elected in 1978. He has
been chief justice for nearly four
years. In recent years he has
devoted much of his energy
toward establishing a uniform
state court system. ~

Attorney Roger Chard, J. D. '72
The ability to compensate, the persistence to excel
by Scott Shugar
The afternoon light pours into
Roger Chard's downtown Ann
Arbor law office and bounces off a
brass baseball paperweight on his
desk up into the muted blues and
greys of his sportcoat. Being blind,
Chard doesn't see any of this, but
the Berlioz lightly wafting from his
radio indicates it's just as beautiful
a day for him.
"I haven't overcome my handicap," the 37-year-old Chard
remarks, breaking into a smile.
"If I'd done that I'd be able to see.
What I've done is learn to compensate." Born with a form of cancer
that destroys the infant retina,
Chard has steadfastly gained not
just mere independence but also
sheer excellence in a number of
different directions.
He's one of the city's outstanding trial attorneys, and he has an
active classical singing career. He
also serves as an energetic advocate for the disabled, frequently
counseling people who are going

blind or who have blind family
members.
Chard and his wife, Lynn, also
an attorney, have two young sons.
Whatever time remains in Chard's
overstuffed days is given to sports.
He has a near-consuming passion
for baseball. "That's my favorite
sport," he remarks. "One of my
big frustrations about growing up
blind is not being able to hit a baseball that's pitched to me."
He also likes to bicycle. He owns
a tandem which he and a friend
ride out into the country early on
summer Sunday mornings. And
one of the first things Chard did
when he and his family moved
into their two-story 1920s farmhouse in Ann Arbor was to put up
his basketball hoop. He shoots baskets by hanging a radio behind
the backboard and aiming at the
music.
Chard attended the Michigan
School for the Blind in Lansing,
where his father, also blind, was
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for many years the director of
music. After that, he was a political science and sociology major
at Michigan State and then came
to the U-M for his law degree.
Chard was the first blind student
to attend the Law School in a
number of years, but he negotiated
its intricacies with characteristic
persistence .
"Initially, it was assumed that
I would just type my exams," he
recalls . Although Chard has touchtyped since elementary school, he
"felt uncomfortable doing that
because if I was trying to think
about an answer, I would frequently forget what I had just typed.
Having a reader wasn't the answer
either, because the exams tended
to be so long that you needed to go
back and forth constantly to study
the question. Finally what happened was that exams were sent
ahead of time to a certified Braille
transcriber who would prepare

Roger Chard
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them for me to take. I would write
out my answers on a Braille-writer
{a special six-keyed machine that
punches out the raised dots]
and then speak them onto a dictating machine. The Law School
secretaries would type them up
for me."
In class, Chard took notes by
punching Braille characters one at
a time onto paper with a slate and
stylus. This method of transcription can be very fast; Chard still
uses it in courtrooms. It is most
notable for requiring one to write
backwards.
Chard's progress through law
school was additionally complicated when he got a rare glandular
cancer. Despite missing most of a
year of course work due to radical
neck surgery, Chard still managed
to get his degree only one semester late. Right after graduation,
he started work at Legal Services
of Southeastern Michigan, a pub-
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licly funded agency that provides
legal services to people who can't
afford them. On that job it wasn't
unheard of for him to carry 120
cases at once. Originally a VISTA
volunteer there, he stayed 10
years, spending the last five as the
four-county program's director.
Since then Chard has set up a
private practice, primarily oriented
towards real estate and landlordtenant work. He plows through
the paperwork with the aid of
clerk-readers and tape recorders.
His best technical aid is the highspeed, variable pitch recorder he
keeps at home. With it, he can
listen to information speeded up
to two-and-a-half times the rate
of normal speech. He uses the
machine heavily to listen to
novels, as well as for legal work.
"My favorite parts of a trial are
cross-examination and the closing
statements," Chard reveals. "Oral
advocacy is one of my strengths."
There are few courtroom situations
where he feels any particular disadvantage. "It's incumbent on me
to anticipate certain situations that
may pose difficulty. If I know that
we' re going to deal with some
exhibits that I have yet to see,
then I'll have someone with me
who can help me with printed
material, pictures, or other evidence. And I'm not entirely shut
out from body language. Surprisingly, some of those things can be
picked up through hearing. I do
get an impression-by sighs, or
breathing patterns."
Chard has never worried that
opposing lawyers might openly
read confidential material lying on
his desk. "I feel," he says, his voice
quickly overtaken by his infectious
giggle, "that if they can read my
Braille notes upside down, then
more power to them!" ~

The above article is an abridged version of a piece that appeared in the
June, 1986 Ann Arbor Observer
© 1986. R~rinted by permission.
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Legal longevity
Three more alumni report back-to-back 50-year careers
by Roy F. Proffitt
LQN recently recounted the chronology of the Baker family of Bay
City, MI (Summer, 1985). We reported that Oscar W. Baker, Jr.,
J.D.'35, had completed 50 years of
practice, successfully following the
pattern set by his father, Oscar W.
Baker, Sr., LL.B. '02, who also had
practiced for 50 years. We invited
our readers to tell us of other parent and child combinations that
would match or exceed the Baker
and Baker record.
Three alumni responded with
information of other 50-year backto-back situations. We are happy to
recognize these new additions to
our still very small list of special
families-special because of their
longevity, and also because of their
contributions to the bar and their
communities.

R. William Merner, J. D. '58, of
Cedar Falls, IA, wrote that three
generations of the Merner family
have been providing legal services
to the citizens of Cedar Falls since
1894. His grandfather, William
Henry Merner, after graduating
from the Law School in 1894,
returned home and practiced
there until his death in 1945. Bill's
father, Roland Frederick Merner,
graduated in 1920 and practiced
until his death in 1974. Both
Merners were active in local
affairs, and each served as the
mayor of Cedar Falls.
Like the Bakers, this family has a
potential for three generations of
consecutive 50-year careers. Bill is
already on his way with 28 years of
practice . We wish him a long and
productive career.

Walter P. North

R. William Merner

Three members of the Milliken
family of Bowling Green, KY, have
had long and interesting careers,
and may have the distinction of
having the most (156 years to date)
cumulative years of service to their
clients. George Duncan Milliken,
Sr. , '05, practiced in Bowling
Green until his death in 1967.
Two sons are also Michigan law
degree holders. George Duncan,
Jr., received his degree in 1931, and
John M. graduated in 1947. Both
are still active partners in the firm
of Milliken & Milliken. All three
lawyer members of this family
have served one or more terms
as judge of the Warren County
(Ohio) Court.

The 50-year back-to-back careers
of Walter P. North, J.D . '30, and his
father, Walter H. North, LL.B.
1899, ran a somewhat different
course. Each began his practice in
Battle Creek, MI, but then moved
on. Walter H. North was named
associate justice of the Michigan
Supreme Court in October, 1927,
and served that court until his
death in July, 1952. On four separate occasions he was selected by
his colleagues on the court to serve
as its chief justice. After seasoning
in Battle Creek for several years,
Walter P. North went to Washington, D. C., where he served the
last 16 years of his active practice in
the office of the general counsel of
the Securities and Exchange Commission. Few attorneys of any age
could match his experience of
arguing one or more SEC cases
in every U.S. court of appeals
and three such cases in the U .S.
Supreme Court. He has retired
and is living in San Diego, CA, but
he is still a member of the State
Bar of Michigan. ~

Roy F. Proffitt is Professor Emeritus of
Law and former Director of the Law
School Fund.
19
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Elmer Cerin, '40

Calling all alumni

A Washington lobbyist who works for free
At the age of 67, following a
series of successful careers in the
Roosevelt and Truman administrations, with the postal service, and
in private law practice, Elmer
Cerin began a new career as a
lobbyist. Even more remarkable
than his age when he began his
new profession is the fact that
Cerin works free of charge.
Nine years ago, Cerin's wife,
Sylvia, was diagnosed as having
arnyotrophic lateral sclerosis, a
usually fatal degenerative disease
of the nerve cells commonly
known as Lou Gehrig's disease.
Elmer Cerin, frustrated at his
powerlessness to help her, became
vice president of the Amyotrophic
Lateral Sclerosis Association for
the Washington area and began
lobbying for research money.
Since that time, Cerin has raised
several hundred thousand dollars
for the association and has become
a kind of all-purpose health lobbyist. Among the issues he works to
support are Medicare and Medicaid, hospice care, and home
health care for the elderly and victims of neurological disorders.
Cerin, who stands five feet,
three inches tall, with a white
beard and white hair, is said to be
in constant motion. He has been
described by various Congressmen as "a tiger," "sincere and
knowledgeable," and "a rare
breed, a man who does what he
does not for public recognition,
but because he believes in it."
Among Cerin's recent victories
was his effort to help produce the
law requiring rotating warning
labels on cigarette packets. In the
last legislative session, he focused
on bills to restrict the advertising
and sale of smokeless tobacco and
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to restrict smoking in government
buildings to specific areas.
Cerin also continues to support
other victims of the disease that
ultimately killed his wife . About
4,600 people in the U.S. are
affected by the disease each year.
With no plans to slow down in
the years to come, Cerin states that
if he can help to reduce suffering,
his efforts will be more than
rewarded.
Why does he work for free?
"I was a good lawyer," he says.
"I don't need the money."

Elmer Cerin

The Admissions Office is compiling a list of alumni willing to
answer questions from perspective students about the Law School
and the practice of law. With such
a list available, the office will be
able to provide advance notice
when a call or a letter is corning.
Questions often come from applicants who have been admitted to
several law schools and who are
deciding which offer to accept.
Garrett Heher, '59, in recent
years has helped greatly by holding a reception for admitted
students in Princeton, NJ, in
late March, just before the first
national law school deposit deadline. We need volunteers from the
New York/New Jersey/Philadelphia
area to join him for a late afternoon
gathering in March, 1987, on the
Princeton campus to talk to Princeton students about their life at the
Law School and in practice. Hosts
for receptions would also be welcome in the following areas: New
York City, Boston/Cambridge,
Chicago, San Francisco/Berkeley/
Palo Alto, Philadelphia, New Haven,
and Detroit. Alumni near our
principal feeder schools could ~e
of assitance, especially anyone m
the immediate vicinity of Amherst,
Dartmouth, Williams, Duke,
Brown, Oberlin, or Wesleyan.
Of course, we hope to capture every U-M graduate offered
admission. LS&A alumni in
Michigan and throughout the
country are needed. If you are
willing to lend a hand, write
to Dean Allan T. Stillwagon or
call him at (313) 764-0537.
Stand up and be counted
The University urges all U-M
alumni to join the 105,000 graduates who have responded to the
Michigan Alumni Census 1986.
Please call 313/764-9238 to request
a form.
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After eight years of service as
an associate justice of the New
Hampshire Supreme Court,
David A. Brock, LL. B. '63, was
appointed chief justice by New
Hampshire Governor John
Sununu. His appointment took
effect on October 8.

Alfred W. Blumrosen
William A . Cockell

Rutgers University faculty member Alfred W. Blumrosen, J.D. '53,
has been appointed the Thomas
Anthony Cowan Professor of Law
by the Board of Governors of the
State University of New Jersey. In
receiving this honor, Blumrosen
joins a prestigious group of only
three "named professors" on the
law faculty at Rutgers.
Blumrosen is respected internationally in the field of employment
discrimination law. Specializing in
individual employee rights, he has
been in the forefront of legal developments concerning race and sex
discrimination, affirmative action,
and labor unions' duty of fair representation. Blumrosen has written extensively in all of these
areas and his works have been frequently cited by other scholars as
well as by the U.S. Supreme Court
in several of its decisions.
The Cowan professorship honors Thomas Anthony Cowan, who
was a professor of law at Rutgers
from 1953 until his retirement in
1972. Cowan's fields of scholarship
and teaching included jurisprudence and torts .

David A. Brock

Chief Justice Brock received his
A. B. from Dartmouth College in
1958. Before beginning his law

studies at Michigan, he served
as second lieutenant in the U.S.
Marine Corps and attended the
U.S. Army Intelligence School,
graduating with honors.
Following six years in private
law practice, Brock became a U.S.
attorney for New Hampshire,
serving from 1969 to 1972. He
returned to private practice in
Concord, NH, for four more years,
and was appointed to the New
Hampshire Superior Court in
1976 and the state supreme court
in 1978.

William A. Cockell, Jr., of
the class of 1959, was recently
appointed by President Reagan
to the post of deputy assistant
for national security affairs
(defense policy).
Cockell previously served as
deputy under secretary of defense
for research and engineering. He
has also been an active naval duty
officer, retiring in the grade of rear
admiral on January 1, 1986. While
in the navy, he served in Washington and on major staffs in Europe and the Pacific in a variety of
positions dealing with strategic
planning, politico-military affairs,
and arms control matters .
Immediately prior to his retirement, he headed the Pacific Fleet
Training Command, headquartered in San Diego.

The Alumni Association
of The University of Michigan
has selected J. Kay Felt, a 1967
Law School graduate, alumna-inresidence for the fall, 1986 term.
21
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federal courts and agencies during
his 33-year career.
Fisher is admitted to practice
before the U.S. Supreme Court;
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
3rd and 6th Circuits; the U.S. District Court, N.D., S.D. Ohio; S.D.
Florida; and E.D. Michigan.
The Federal Bar Association has
served the federal legal profession
for 66 years. The FBA is comprised
of approximately 14,000 members
and includes attorneys who are or
have been in the employ of the
federal government, the federal
judiciary, and other lawyers with
an interest in federal law.

I

several committee meetings dealing with the rules of bridge tournaments. An authority on the theory
of the game and the author of two
books on the subject, Kearse
edited the third edition of The
Official Encyclopedia of Bridge. In a
New York Times article on her triumph, Kearse said that she has
managed to find time for her avocation only by "sleeping less and
totally cutting out spectator
sports."

]. Kay Felt

Felt, the first woman to become a
partner with Dykema, Gossett,
Spencer, Goodnow & Trigg, coordinates the firm's rapidly expanding health care practice. She was
named last year as one of the most
prominent health care lawyers in
the United States by The National
Law Journal .
An adjunct professor at Wayne
State University, Felt is president
of the 2, 600 member American
Academy of Hospital Attorneys.
As alumna-in-residence, Felt
spent a week this November teaching classes and meeting informally
with students in the schools of
social work, medicine, nursing,
public health, and law at the U-M.

Stanley M. Fisher, J.D. '53, has
been named president of the
Federal Bar Association for fiscal
year 1987. Fisher is of counsel with
Arter & Hadden, Cleveland, Ohio,
with offices in Canton, Columbus,
Dallas, and Washington. He has
practiced extensively before the
22

Amalya L. Kearse

Stanley M . Fisher

With an armload of briefs beside
her to prepare for the coming
week's cases, Judge Amalya
L. Kearse of the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Second Circuit
emerged victorious in the World
Women's Pair Championships
recently. During the first half of
the bridge tournament, while her
partner, a full-time player, was
competing in another event,
Kearse reviewed 21 briefs and
consulted with her law clerks
by telephone.
In her "spare time" at the Miami
Beach event, she participated in

Judge Kearse, a 1962 graduate
of the Law School, was the first
woman to sit on the federal
appeals court in Manhattan. She
was only the second black in the
court's history and was considered
for a Supreme Court seat in 1981.
Known for his efficient, fair,
speedy administration of justice
and his innovations in the courtroom, Judge James L. McCrystal is
retiring from the bench effective
January 1, 1987. McCrystal, a 1953
graduate of the Law School, has
been a judge of the Erie County,
Ohio Common Pleas Court since
1951.
During his long career, Judge
McCrystal earned a reputation
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policy studies at the American
Enterprise Institute for Public
Policy Research.
Ivor Richardson, LL.M. '55, S.J.D.
'55, who has been a judge of the
New Zealand Court of Appeal
since 1977, has been made a knight
bachelor in the Queen's Birthday
honors list. A former dean of law
at Victoria University, Richardson
is now the university chancellor
and a chairman of the council
of legal education.

James L. McCrystal
Walter L. Sutton

for his quick disposition of cases.
Over the past 15 years, he has
received national recognition for
his initiation of courtroom use of
videotaped testimony. Since 1972,
he has made dozens of presentations to bar associations, judicial
conferences, and trial lawyers'
institutes on the subject of the
prerecorded videotaped trial. In
1982 he received the Ohio State Bar
Foundation's Ritter Award for his
outstanding contributions to the
administration of justice.
Winston S. Moore, J.D. '70, has
recently been appointed executive
director of the Federal Trade Commission. In this post, Moore will
supervise the commission's budgetary, personnel, and other
administrative functions and will
assist in formulating legal and
economic policy.
Moore has been the assistant
director for planning in the FTC's
Bureau of Competition since 1982.
While serving in that office, he
directed the commission's antitrust policy planning office,
including the planning and evaluation of new initiatives in antitrust enforcement. From 1975 to
1982, he was the director of legal

A native of Marshall, TX, Sutton
specializes in environmental and
real estate law. Prior to his position
with Texas Instruments, he was
employed by the Tenneco Oil
Company and by the Ford Motor
Company.

Sir Ivor Richardson

Walter L. Sutton, Jr., J.D. '70, corporate counsel for Texas Instruments, Inc., of Dallas, TX, was
sworn in as president-elect of the
National Bar Association (NBA)
during the 61st annual meeting of
the association.
The NBA, the nation's oldest
and largest association of minority
attorneys, judges, and law students, has a professional network
of 10,500 members in the U.S. and
the Virgin Islands.
Upon assuming the role of president in July, 1987, Sutton plans to
emphasize activities to enhance
the progress of black lawyers in
the practice of law, in the corporate
board room, on the federal bench,
and in the upper echelons of the
federal government.

Raymond R. Trombadore

Somerville attorney Raymond R.
Trombadore, who received his J.D.
from the Law School in 1954, has
become president of the New
Jersey State Bar Association.
23
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Trombadore, a partner with his
wife, Ann (a Law School alumna,
J.D. '54), in the law firm of Raymond R. and Ann W. Trombadore,
will serve as president of the
15,000-member state bar association until May, 1987.
Trombadore served as trustee to
the state bar for five years and has
also served as its secretary, treasurer, and vice president.
Before entering private practice, he served as an assistant
prosecutor and first assistant
prosecutor of Somerset County
for 11 years. 181
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Class notes
'26 Wendell Brown (aka R. Wendell
Brown & Robert W. Brown) has been
listed in Who's Who in America, vol. 39
1975 forward), Who's Who in American
l.JJ.w, vols. 1-4, and Who's Who in the
World, 4th edition, 1978/79, and all subsequent editions.

'39

Leonard D. Verdier, Jr. is now of
counsel to Warner, Norcross & Judd.

'40 John S. Pennell was a senior

Alumni head
ABA posts
A number of Michigan alumni
have been appointed to key
positions at the American Bar
Association.
Allan L. Bioff, J.D. '58, a partner in the Kansas City law firm of
Watson, Ess, Marshall & Enggas,
has been elected chairman of the
ABA Section of Labor and Employment Law.
William B. Dunn, J.D. '64, a
member of the Detroit law firm of
Clark, Klein & Beaumont, has
been elected the director of the
Real Property Division of the ABA
Section of Real Property, Probate,
and Trust Law.
Cornelia G. Kennedy, J.D. '47,
Judge of the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the 6th Circuit, has been
appointed chairperson of the
Judges Advisory Committee to
the ABA Standing Committee
on Ethics and Professional
Responsibility.
John A. Krsul, Jr., J.D. '63, a
partner in the Detroit law firm
of Dickinson, Wright, Moon,
Van Dusen & Freeman, has been
reappointed chairman of the
ABA Standing Committee on
Membership. 181
24
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lecturer on partnership taxation at the
law schools of Duke University and
the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill last spring.

'47 Leslie W. S. Lum is now presiding as a judge in Honolulu, HI.
Thomas W. Ford, who operates
the Ford Land Company, a real estate
investment firm in Portola, CA, was
recently elected a vice president of the
Stanford University Board of Trustees.
{49

Don Souter has been re-elected to the
Grand Rapids Board of Education.

'50 Robert J. Danhof was unanimously re-elected by the judges of the
Michigan Court of Appeals to another
three-year term as chief judge. Judge
Danhof is only the second chief judge
in the 21-year existence of the Michigan
Court of Appeals, and has served on
the Court since January 1, 1969.
William L. McKinley is now chairman
and chief executive officer of the Gerber
Products Co., Fremont, MI.

'51 Herbert Balin has announced the
merger of the New York City law firm
with which he is associated, Wofsey,
Certilman, Haft, Lebow, Balin, with
Charles P. Buckley, Jr. and Arthur J.
Kremer. The latter two are founding
partners of the Mineola-based firm of
Buckley, Kremer, O'Reilly, Peiper,
Hoban and Marsh. The new firm will be
known as Certilman, Haft, Lebow,
Balin, Buckley and Kremer, with offices
in Manhattan, Long Island, and Boca
Raton, FL.

'53

Dean E. Richardson, chairman and president of Manufacturers
National Corp., has been elected
vice-chairman of the board of
AAA Michigan.

'57

George J. Caspar has been
elected corporate secretary of The
Travelers Corporation in Hartford, CT.
He previously served as senior vicepresident of Heublein, Inc.
David P. Van Note is vice-president
and general counsel for the Michigan
Consolidated Gas Co., Detroit, MI.

'58 Robert James Henderson is managing partner of the law firm of Luce,
Henderson, Bankson, Heyboer and
Lane, in Port Huron, MI.
'59

Richard Z. Kabaker has been
elected to the board of regents of the
American College of Probate Counsel.
Mark Shaevsky, a partner in the
Detroit-based law firm of Honigman
Miller Schwartz & Cohn, has been
elected a director of First Federal of
Michigan, the largest savings and loan
association in Michigan.
Hilary F. Snell, a Grand Rapids, MI,
attorney, has been elected chairperson
of the board for Blodgett Memorial
Medical Center in that city.

'61

James J. Schiller, a Cleveland,
OH, attorney, is a trustee of the Greater
Cleveland Regional Transit Authority.

'62 Joel M. Boyden, of the law firm
of Dykema, Gossett, Spencer, Goodnow & Trigg, in Grand Rapids, has been
elected president of the International
Society of Barristers.
'63 Richard A. Solomon, senior
partner in the law firm of Solomon,
Foley & Moran of Detroit, Houston,
Texas, and Washington, D.C., spoke
at the International Franchise Association's Nineteenth Annual Legal
Symposium, "Toward the Year 2000:
The Future of Franchise Law," in Washington. Solomon spoke on a panel
regarding contract enforcement issues.
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'67 Hope K. Blucher is the principal
of an alternative school for gifted students in Danby, VT.
Theodore J. Floro is the elected state's
attorney of McHenry County, IL. He
and 10 other attorneys prosecute crimes
and handle civil matters for the area surrounding Woodstock, IL.
Stephen S. Grace, a manager in Dow
Chemical Company's patent department, is completing his 18th year with
the company, which recruited him off
the U-M campus during his senior year.
Richard Halberstein is a sole practitioner tax attorney in Washington, D.C.
Richard Mandell is a hearing examiner
for child support cases in Orange
County, NY.
Albert D. McCallum negotiates contracts for Consumers Power Co. This is
his 15th year with the Jackson, Ml,
utility.
Eli J. Segal is president of American
Publishing Corp., in Watertown, MA.
The firm manufactures toys and games
for children and puzzles for adults.
Natalie A. Smith is an attorney with the
Wisconsin Public Service Commission
in Madison.
John Alan Truesdell is a real estate
developer in Boca Raton, FL.
Donald E. Zerial, of Grand Rapids, is in
his 18th year with the Kent County
(Michigan) prosecutor's office.

'73 Stephen M. Silverman has been
promoted to assistant general counsel at
Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance
Co., Milwaukee, WI.
'77 Bruce Kelly has become a partner in the Wall Street firm of Hughes
Hubbard & Reed.

'78 Arthur R. Block was named a
partner in the Philadelphia-based law
firm of Wolf, Block, Schorr and SolisCohen.
'79

Ford H. Wheatley, a partner in
Porterfield & Wheatley, was recently
re-elected to the city council and
unanimously appointed as mayor
pro tern of Glendale, CO.
Yves P. Quintin had a law review article
published in the French Revue Critique
de Droit International Prive in early 1986.
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It is about the recognition of foreign

judgments in the U.S.

'81 John C. Grabow has left his
position as assistant legal counsel to
the U.S. Senate to return to the Washington, D.C. law firm of Ginsburg,
Feldman and Bress, Chartered.
'81 Douglas B. Levene has recently
been appointed to the Professional
and Judicial Ethics Committee of the
Association of the Bar of the City of
NewYork. ~

Alumni Deaths
'07 Roland M. Shivel, October 29,
1983, in Grand Rapids, MI
'10 Alexander J. O'Connor, July 7,
1985, in Wenatchee, WA
'14 Ray E. Anderson, January 14, 1986,
in Duluth, MN
Rockwell T. Gust, April 10, 1986, in
Detroit, MI
'16 Walker Peddicord, March 6, 1986
'17 Glenn A. Howland, April 23, 1986,
in Pontiac, MI
'19 Charles L. Goldstein, June 25, 1986
'22 Norton L. Goldsmith, December
6, 1985
'23 Glenwood W. Rouse, September
10, 1986, in Philadelphia
'24 Edmund A. Cummiskey,
December 28, 1985
'25 Carl E. Enggas, July 12, 1985
John T. Inghram, June 10, 1986
'26 Ransom Pratt, April 11, 1986, in
Elmira, NY
'27 William A. Belt, May 1, 1986, in
Toledo, OH
Hjalmar S. Hansen
J. P. Mikesell, March 24, 1986, in
St. Clair Shores, MI
Frank T. O'Brien, December 11,
1985, in Amarillo, TX
'28 Paul Findley, May 8, 1986
'29 Gordon B. Wheeler, February 15,
1986, in Grand Rapids, MI
Myron Winegarden, February 19,
1986, in Flint, MI
'30 Joseph A. Navarre, June 30, 1986
'31 Edward H. Benson, July, 1986
Henry R. Bishop, August 18, 1986
Paul S. Bryant
J. Kingsley Chadeayne, April 3,
1986

I

'32 Charlotte C. Dunnebacke, March
15, 1986
Forrest E. Washburn, April 9, 1986
'33 Howard J. Youngman, May 4, 1986
'34 Charles H. Miltner, May 21, 1986
'35 George F. Fisk, May 23, 1986
Carl S. Forsythe, August 7, 1986
Douglas H. Hoard, May, 1986
Charles A. Jens, February 28, 1986
'36 Robert H. Watson, Jr., April 24,
1986, in Grosse Pointe, MI
James S. Wilson, Jr., December 9,
1985
'37 Wilfred G. Bassett, February 5,
1986, in Horton, MI
Harry T. Tillotson, June 25, 1986
'38 Walter A. Guthrie, April 20, 1986
George H. Keough, March 11, 1986
James S. Miner, February 25, 1986
'39 William R. Hunter, February, 1986
William Lee Soboroff, April 29,
1986
'40 JohnJ. Owens, April 17, 1986
'41 Robert S. Glass
Charles M. Lovett, March 18, 1986,
in Portland, OR
Peter M. Westra, May 7, 1986
'42 James P. Clancey, March 29, 1986,
in Ishpeming, MI
'48 James R. D. Charron, May 2, 1986
'49 David H. Morton, May 17, 1986
James J. Robison, July 17, 1986, in
Toledo, OH
'50 Wayne A. Anderson
'51 Harold W. Nickelsen, February 8,
1985
Howard E. Owens, July 26, 1986
'52 Howard D. Brown, Jr., May 15,
1986
James R. Mitchell
Richard P. Nahrwold, October 9,
1981
John H. Witherspoon, Jr., March
26, 1986, in North Palm Beach, FL
'53 Gilford H. Mayes, Jr.
'56 Clarence R. Hallberg
'57 Murray N. Shelton, Jr., in Rhode
Island
'63 Clifford J. Madden, November 3,
1982
'69 Peter H. Chester
'74 John U. Damian, Jr., May 14, 1986
~
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